
 

 

turns his face toward us, and when we 
are not obedient to His teachings He 
turns His face from us.  

Most believers do not want to pray 
nor seek God’s face. The real secret 
to revival in our day is to follow this 
simple plan in II Chronicles 7:14. The 
freedoms we have held dear over this 
233 year history are worth defending. 
As we celebrate the birthday of our 
nation, as God’s people let’s seek 
God’s face and cry out to Him for 
revival. 

July 5th in the 11:00 a.m. service we 
will be celebrating our annual God 
and Country service. Come, and help 
us honor our country’s great heritage 
and worship the God who has made it 
all possible. 

Sunday evening at six o’clock we wish 
to invite our church family to our 
house for a time of fellowship and a 
Bar-B-Q cook-out. 

It is a real joy to serve you as God’s 
under shepherd.  

 

II Chronicles 7:13-14 

13."When I shut up the heavens so 
that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a 
plague among my people, 

14. If my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land. 

We are approaching a very important 
date on our calendar in the next few 
days. Saturday, July 4th, we celebrate 
what we call Independence Day. It is a 
federal holiday commemorating the 
adoption of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. The event took place on 
July 4, 1776. This year we celebrate 
233 years of independence as “one 
nation, under God.” This nation has 
been remarkably blessed across these 
233 years. I believe this is true be-
cause of the FAITH OF OUR FA-
THERS. Here are a few quotes from 
some of the fathers of our nation. 

“The general principles on which the 

fathers achieved independence were... 
the general principles of Christianity.  
JOHN ADAMS 

George Washington : "I hope I 
shall always possess firmness and vir-
tue enough to maintain what I con-
sider the most enviable of all titles, 
the character of an honest man." 

John Adams: "Our constitution was 
made only for a moral and religious 
people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other." 

Benjamin Franklin "Here is my 
Creed. I believe in one God, the 
Creator of the Universe…” 

I truly believe that the faith our forefa-
thers had in the God of the Bible has 
resulted in our blessings as a nation. 

However, we have turned from the 
deep biblical heritage we had and have 
gone after the gods of materialism, 
pleasure, entertainment, and comfort. 

God wants to restore America back to 
the position we once held. God wants 
to send revival to our land. He has 
given us the plan for revival in verse 
14 of this seventh chapter of II 
Chronicles, but the key is that we 
must recognize what is happening in 
verse 13. When God is blessing us He 
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June was certainly a busy month 
here at Edgewood. First of all, we 
hosted a music recital which was 
followed by a covered-dish luncheon 
and our new building dedication 
service. Then, we hosted the 
graduation exercises for two of the 
Little River kindergarten classes 
which was followed by a covered 
dish luncheon for a World Changers 
team and taking the team lunch 
every day for a week. That was fol-
lowed by Sue and Henry Ward cele-
brating their 50th wedding anniver-
sary by renewing their wedding 
vows! And all of this was in addition 
to our normal schedule of activities. 
If you slowed down enough to catch 
your breath during the month of 
June, you probably missed some-
thing. 

Another event that happened in June 
that I want to mention is the com-
pletion of the Children’s Play-
ground. It really took a lot of hard 
work and I would like to personally 
thank each and every one of the folks 
who spent their time working to put 
the playground equipment together. 
The instructions were not nearly as 
clear as they could have been and it 
was hot as the blazes on those Satur-
days when the crew was working 
there in the playground with little or 
no shade. I am thankful that no one 
had any problems because of the 
heat. Those of you who helped 
know who you are. I really appreci-
ate all your hard work and sacrifice 
— and I am sure that our children 
will enjoy the playground for a long 
time to come. 

In just a few days we will be cele-
brating Independence Day. I cer-
tainly hope that each one of us will 

take some time to reflect on just 
how blessed we are to live in a coun-
try such as ours. The freedoms and 
the prosperity we take for granted 
here in this country are virtually 
unknown in most other parts of the 
world. If you have never traveled 
outside the United States, you don’t 
really have an clear picture of just 
how blessed we truly are. 

Take some time in the coming days 
to thank God, who in His provi-
dence determined that you would 
either be born in this country or 
would find your way to live here. 

And while you are at it, take some 
time to thank Him for the men and 
women of our armed forces who put 
their lives on the line every day so 
that we can remain free and pros-
perous in this country. Should you 
come into contact with any of those 
fine folks, make sure that you ex-
press your appreciation to them per-
sonally as well. 

The attendance in our worship ser-
vices continues to be exciting. Since 
I have been here at Edgewood, I 
have been keeping track of our at-
tendance and our averages. You 
can’t tell for sure if things are get-
ting better or worse unless you keep 
track. The first year I started keep-
ing track (‘04-’05), the average at-
tendance in our Sunday morning 
worship services was 55. Our aver-
age this year (‘08-’09) has been 85. 

Recognizing that our attendance has 
been up considerably since we 
moved into our new building, I de-
cided to look at those numbers sepa-
rately. Our average attendance since 
we started holding services in our 
new building has been 110. Recog-

nizing that we had a few “high atten-
dance” Sundays during that period 
(Easter, Mother’s Day, and Dedica-
tion Service Day) that would have a 
tendency to skew the numbers, I 
went back and took those figures out 
of the equation. Our Sunday morn-
ing worship service attendance since 
we moved into the new sanctuary 
without the high attendance Sundays 
has averaged 96 persons each week. 
Now let me be clear — the point of 
mentioning these numbers is not to 
build any person up but rather to 
encourage each of you and to point 
out how God is blessing our congre-
gation.  

Please make sure you take a moment 
to read the information on the back 
page of this newsletter and then 
think seriously about it. I got the 
information from a blog posting by 
Dr. Thom Rainer who is president 
and CEO of Lifeway Christian Re-
sources. (He gave me permission to 
use the material in this newsletter.) 
Dr. Rainer points out something 
that I think is vital for us to under-
stand. Small group Bible study is 
absolutely essential to the spiritual 
health of any church. As much as I 
value the preaching ministry of the 
church, if that is your only source of 
spiritual nourishment, you will be an 
undernourished Christian. Nothing 
can take the place of personal study 
of God’s Word. 

Invest in your spiritual health. Find 
yourself a small group Bible study 
(a.k.a. Sunday School class) and get 
busy! 

Remember, the best is 
yet to come. 

Johnny 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

7:00 PM  Mid-
Week Bible Study 
and Prayer Meeting 

2 3 4 
 

5 
Van Driver - Buck Ferrell 
8:30 AM  Men's Ministry Meet-
ing 
9:00 AM  Church-wide Prayer 
Meeting 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning Worship 
Services 
6:00 PM  Picnic at the Ferrell's 

6 
Birthday - Sue 
Ward 
6:15 PM  Deacon's 
Meeting 

7 
6:30 AM  Men's 
Prayer Breakfast 

8 
Birthday - Roland 
Leary 
7:00 PM  Monthly 
Church Conference 
and Prayer Meeting 

9 10 
Anniversary -  
Tiffaney & Brandon 
Baird 

11 
Birthday - Johnny 
McKinley 

12 
Birthday - Holden Marcinowski 
Van Driver - Blane Latta 
9:00 AM  Church-wide Prayer 
Meeting 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning Worship 
Services 
2:00 PM  Services at JFK 
Towers 
5:00 PM  Choir Practice 
6:00 PM  Evening Worship 
Services 

13 
Anniversary - 
Joyce & Jack Rose 

14 
Birthday - Beverly 
Rigsbee 
6:30 AM  Men's 
Prayer Breakfast 
6:30 PM  Church-
wide Visitation 

15 
6:00 PM  Building 
& Grounds Com-
mittee Meeting 
7:00 PM  Mid-
Week Bible Study 
and Prayer Meeting 

16 17 
Anniversary - Misty 
& Ernie Latta 

18 
Birthday - LaRue 
Mitchell 

19 
Van Driver - Charles Duke 
9:00 AM  Church-wide Prayer 
Meeting 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning Worship 
Services 
5:00 PM  Choir Practice 
6:00 PM  Evening Worship 
Services 

20 21 
6:30 AM  Men's 
Prayer Breakfast 

22 
7:00 PM  Mid-
Week Bible Study 
and Prayer Meeting 

23 24 
Anniversary - 
Diane & Buck 
Ferrell 

25 

26 
Birthday - Nat Thompson 
Van Driver - Wayne Llamas 
9:00 AM  Church-wide Prayer 
Meeting 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning Worship 
Services 
5:00 PM  Choir Practice 
6:00 PM  Evening Worship 
Services 

27 28 
6:30 AM  Men's 
Prayer Breakfast 
6:30 PM  Deacon 
Visitation 

29 
Birthday - Tim 
Wilkerson 
7:00 PM  Mid-
Week Bible Study 
and Prayer Meeting 

30 31  
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From the Ferrell’s 
Kitchen 

 

UPSIDE-DOWN ORANGE PUFFS 

2 tablespoons butter or margarine, 
melted 
¼ cup sugar 
1 teaspoon grated orange rind 
3 tablespoons orange juice 
1 (4.5-ounce) can refrigerated biscuits 

Combine butter, sugar, orange rind, and orange juice, mix-
ing well. 

Pour about 1 tablespoon orange mixture in each cup of a 6-
cup muffin pan. 
Place 1 biscuit in each cup. 
Bake at 400 degrees about 10 minutes. 
Invert pan on serving plate; serve warm. 
Yields 6 servings. 

I like to serve these puffs with a Smoothie: 

Smoothie recipe--- 

1 cup milk 
I cup yogurt 
2 tablespoons sugar 
Vanilla 
1 cup strawberries 
1 banana 

Blend until smooth in a blender or food processor.  

C E T L Y F D R E V E R O F Y B I 

D N R C K H T I C K S H A I S L K 

O O U P U T S O S E S U O T H L E 

E Y T D H T N R E C D P N U A I S 

S N H M E T S N S E I A P B S K O 

E A C O I R T L V I D P J T F E H 

V N G N L H E E A N A B L H J E T 

E R U E I A I W E V S K O E A O E 

R E E N N L L C S T E Y Y R S E P 

Y E G M E S S S I N L M D E R N L 

O S N B A E L M J U A A N F Y E A 

N W C I D I M A R E N K J O I V C 

E O J I M O N T V C W E U R N E E 

M N B E C O M E Y E W S E E D R V 

J K F A T H E R R I D Y F B E S N 

M D H C I H W A L S P E A K E V L 

C L D R O W R L N K E E S G D O B 

ANSWERED FOREVER SEEK 

ANYONE FREE SEEN 

BECOME HEARD SLAVE 

BEEN HOUSE SPEAK 

BELIEVED INDEED THEREFORE 

COMMITS JEWS THINGS 

CONTINUE KILL THOSE 

DESCENDANTS KNOW TRULY 
DISCIPLES MAKE TRUTH 

DOES MINE WHICH 

ENSLAVED NEVER WILL 

EVERYONE PLACE WORD 

FATHER REMAIN  
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Your Sunday School Report  
by Bob Reuther 

“A Sensational Jesus” 
Elisabeth Elliot recounts an apocry-

phal story (not in the Bible!) about 

Jesus that conveys the difference be-

tween a results-oriented selfishness 

and a faithfulness born of love. 

One day Jesus said to his disciples: 

“I’d like you to carry a stone for me.” 

He didn’t give any explanation. So 

the disciples looked around for a 

stone to carry, and Peter, being the 

practical sort, sought out the smallest 

stone he could possibly find. After 

all, Jesus didn’t give any regulations 

for weight and size! So, he put it in 

his pocket. 

Jesus then said: “Follow me.” He led 

them on a journey. About noontime 

Jesus had everyone sit down. He 

waved his hands and all the stones 

turned to bread. He said, “Now it’s 

time for lunch.” In a few seconds, 

Peter’s lunch was over. When lunch 

was done Jesus told them to stand up. 

He said again, “I’d like you to carry a 

stone for me.” This time, Peter said, 

“Aha! Now I get it!” So, he looked 

around and saw a small boulder. He 

hoisted it on his back and it was pain-

ful, it made him stagger. But he said, 

“I can’t wait for supper.” 

Jesus then said, “Follow me.” He led 

them on a journey, with Peter barely 

being able to keep up. Around sup-

pertime Jesus led them to the side of 

a river. He said, “Now everyone 

throw your stone into the water.” 

They did. Then he said, “Follow me,” 

and began to walk. Peter and the oth-

ers looked at him dumbfounded. Je-

sus sighed and said, “Don’t you re-

member what I asked you to do? 

Who were you carrying the stone 

for?” (from the book The Prodigal 

God by Timothy Keller). 

Jesus had two good reasons for not 

participating in a worldly spectacle 

such as jumping from a temple roof. 

First, such sensationalism is captive to 

the laws of diminishing returns. To 

generate and hold people’s allegiance 

to Him merely by stunning signs, 

Jesus would have needed to produce 

greater and greater signs. People 

would never have been satisfied and 

would have demanded one more 

miracle, one additional showy event. 

Real faith would not have been cer-

tain for they would have been lovers 

of sensation more than God which 

similarly could happen to any of us 

who don’t trust God’s already re-

vealed will. 

Secondly, and more importantly, for 

Jesus to participate in sensational 

signs would have demonstrated a pro-

found mistrust in His heavenly Father 

and in the faithless testing of God. 

But that is what the devil wanted to 

that Jesus’ sin would shatter His 

claim to divinity and ruin the world’s 

hope of salvation. Such an action 

would have questioned the Father’s 

providence and love and the wisdom 

of His redemptive plan. 

If our sinless Savior and Lord shunned 

sensationalism, we as imperfect men 

and women ought never to live reck-

lessly or carelessly, expecting God to 

rescue us when we get into earthly 

trouble or spiritual peril. 

 

 

NOTES: Boomerang Express is the 
title for VBS 2009 — August 3-7, 

6:00pm each night, here at Edge-

wood Baptist Church. Watch for de-

tails and news coming soon. Invite 

the kids (and adults) even now! The 

theme for VBS this year is 1 John 4:9,  

“In this the love of God was manifested 

toward us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world, that we 

might live through Him.” 

 

See you next month, 

Bob 
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Sunday School:    9:45 a.m. 
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Sunday Evening Worship:    6:00 p.m. 
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EDGEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
A church your family will call home ! 

The Back page 
Excerpted from a recent blog posting by  
Dr. Thom Rainer, President of Lifeway. 

A recent Wall Street Journal article 
highlighted a long-term trend in the 
American church: the decline and 
even closing of Sunday Schools across 
the nation. While the article really 
offers no surprises, it summarizes 
well the reality of this venerable insti-
tution. Sunday School is not on the 
cutting edge of church practices for 
many congregations. The problem is 
that, without a healthy Sunday 
School, the long-term outlook for 
churches is not positive (emphasis 
added). Because of its antiquity, and 
because poor practices and curricu-
lum have often been a part of Sunday 
School, some rejected the program 
and its name, and relegated it to the 
history books. The baby was thrown 
out with the bath water. 

The Opportunities Abound 
Somewhere in the midst of the con-
versation, confusion, and debate, the 
value of Sunday School has been lost. 
Do you realize that a person in a Sun-
day School class is five times more 
likely to be assimilated and discipled 
in a church than a person who attends 
worship only? Did you know that 
Sunday School increases biblical liter-
acy and encourages personal Bible 
study? Are you aware that churches 
with the healthiest Sunday School 
organizations are likely the healthiest 
churches evangelistically? 

The evidence of the efficacy of Sun-
day School is clear if not overwhelm-
ing. Yet for many church leaders, it’s 
not edgy or cool. And it therefore is 
devalued and minimized. 

It’s time for the cool factor to return 
to Sunday School. 

A Healthy Sunday School 
What are some of the characteristics 
of a healthy Sunday School? For one, 
it is the priority of the leadership of 
the church, particularly the senior 
pastor. And the plan of study or cur-
riculum is not haphazard where all 
are doing their own thing. What takes 
place in Sunday School is no less 
planned than what is preached in the 
pulpit. 

A healthy Sunday School is an open 
group, where anyone can attend at 
any point. A healthy Sunday School 
has the best teachers who are trained 
and capable. And a healthy Sunday 
School is well organized and given a 
prominent place in the life of the 
church. 

(Used by permission) 


